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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 4117 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, LA 

SUBJECT: ARREST OF KING SAVANG VATTHANA 

LIAM SURE THAT ALL OF US WHO HAVE SERVED IN LAOS ARE 
DEEPLY DISTURBED BY PRESS REPORTS THAT KING SAVANG HAS 
BEEN ARRESTED AND CONDEMNED TO DEATH. WHILE THE LATTER 
PART OF THE REPORT MAY BE EXAGGERATED, ITS NATURE WOULD 
SEEM TO CALL FOR SOME SORT OF INTERNATIONAL REACTION. 

2. DURING HIS REIGN, THE KING TOOK GREAT PAINS TO KEEP 
IN TOUCH WITH THE DWINDLING NUMBER OF OTHER ROYAL 
FAMILIES WHICH STILL CLING TO THEIR THRONES. IT WOULD 
APPEAR THAT THOSE MONARCHIES MIGHT FEEL SOME SENSE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS THEIR ERSTWHILE COLLEAGUE AND COULD 
PERHAPS BE PERSUADED TO ENTER SOME SORT OF INTERVENTION 

ON BEHALF OF THIS ESSENTIALLY DECENT MAN AND HIS FAMILY. 

3. PERHAPS THE DEPT. IS WELL AHEAD OF THE GAME AT THIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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STAGE AND PERHAPS THE RECENT WOODCOCK COMMISSION VISIT 
TO VIENTIANE WAS ABLE TO MAKE SOME HEADWAY ON THIS ISSUE. 

IN IGNORANCE OF THESE FACTORS, HOWEVER, I WOULD LIKE TO 
SUGGEST THAT AN EFFORT BE MOUNTED (WITHOUT THE PUBLIC 
DISPLAY OF THE U.S. HAND) TO HAVE VARIOUS MONARCHIES 
ENLISTED IN A JOINT DEMARCHE TO THE LAO AND VIETNAMESE 
GOVERNMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE KING. IT MIGHT BE THAT THE 
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BRITISH ARE BEST ABLE TO COORDINATE THIS, ALTHOUGH THE 
ABSENCE OF THE QUEEN MIGHT CAUSE DELAYS. AS AN ALTERNATIVE, 

JOHN DEAN MIGHT BE ABLE TO STIMULATE SOMETHING AMONG THE 
SCANDINAVIAN MONARCHS, WHO MAY HAVE BETTER RAPPORT WITH 
HANOI THAN THE BRITISH, IN ANY EVENT. 

4. PLEASE ADVISE DEPT. THINKING, AND KEEP THOSE OF US 
WITH A PERSONAL INTEREST CLUED INTO THE PICTURE. 

SULLIVAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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